This book is dedicated to the memory of Susan Skilliter, Lecturer in Turkish Studies at Cambridge University and Fellow of Newnham College, who on her death in 1985 left her books and money to found a centre for research in Ottoman studies. It was Dr Skilliter's foresight, together with the imagination and strength of Sheila Browne, then Principal of Newnham College, which resulted in the establishment of the Skilliter Centre for Ottoman Studies, an institution to which we are both grateful. We are also dedicating this book to the memory of Julian Chrysostomides, an inspirational supervisor and truly generous person who lives on through the many, many students she inspired, cared for and intellectually reared.
This book grew out of a series of lectures we gave in September 2005 on the Skilliter Centre tour of Istanbul, Bursa and Edirne. The tour was for us a most enjoyable experience and we learnt a great deal both from preparing and giving the lectures and from the questions, interest and enthusiasm of those with whom we travelled. We should like to thank in particular all those who took part in the tour and who stimulated us to consider writing this book in the first place.
We should also like to thank Rebecca Gower, the Librarian of the Skilliter Centre, for her help with the illustrations and editing. Her calmness and ability are considerable assets for the Centre. We are also most grateful to Dr Tuba Çavdar, who was instrumental in procuring the cover illustration for us, to Marigold Acland, Jo Breeze and Sarah Green at Cambridge University Press, and to our copy-editor Alison Thomas. Our thanks are also due to the staff of the University Library, Cambridge, the library of the Middle East Technical University, Ankara, the library of the Turkish Historical Association, Ankara, the Principal, Fellows 
